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National Quality Institute Awards Sault Ste. Marie with Nation’s First Community Building Award

Every community experiences successes and faces challenges; the City of Sault Ste. Marie is no different.  Located on the doorstep of the untamed northern Boreal Forest and nestled between the two greatest of the Great Lakes, there is a resonance with the natural world that clearly distinguishes the area.  As is illustrated by the indicators in this report, the Sault is also a thriving community of caring people who enjoy a quality of life that simply can’t be found in the ever-growing metropolitan regions.   But there are some obstacles to overcome too. In particular it has proven difficult to attract people to what is a relatively remote northern community, considering the common misconception that larger communities offer more opportunities.  As this report highlights, this simply isn’t the case in Sault Ste. Marie. 
Perhaps the best measure of a community’s value is the degree to which the people work together to continuously improve the quality of life they experience today, and the efforts they take to safeguard it for future generations.

In 2007, Sault Ste. Marie was recognized by the National Quality Institute for our success in creating a structured, dynamic approach to measuring  performance and improving quality of life.  The Canada Awards for Excellence in Community Building is the Institute’s newest recognition program, designed to inspire and challenge communities to work together in the pursuit of excellence. Ours is the only city in Canada to receive this prestigious recognition.

[image: image2.jpg]



CQI Executive Director, Board Members and Sault Ste. Marie Mayor, John Rowswell 
receive the Silver Community Building Award at National Quality Institute gala.
